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prior to any such amendment; 5) the parties may, by written Amendment, 
mutually agree to reduce programs or services without reference to the 20 
percent limitation; and 6) the Director of Mental Health shall notify the Board of 
Supervisors of Agreement changes in writing within 30 days after execution of 
each Amendment. 

 
PURPOSE /JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 
Older adults, 60 years and older, comprise over 13 percent of the population in Los 
Angeles County, and are one of the fastest growing age groups.  Impacted by this 
demographic change, and compounded by the aging of the baby boomer generation, 
increases in demands for mental health services have become evident. Additionally, 
older adults historically have been, and continue to represent, an under-funded and 
under-served population in mental health service utilization. 
 
A significant number of older adults requiring mental health services are frail, homebound, 
and are also victims or at risk of elder physical, emotional, fiduciary abuse and neglect.  
Gero-Net, for an extensive number of years, has been one of a very limited number of 
providers of programs specialized in community based older adults mental heath services 
by using a multi-disciplinary orientation and trained staff, to provide integrated bio-
psychosocial assessment and mental health treatment of older adults.  Due to the 
continuing increases in referrals and demands for services, the additional allocation of 
funding will allow the agency to meet these service needs. At this time, Board approval is 
being requested as the recommended increase to the MCA is not within the Department’s 
delegated authority. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals   
 
The recommended Board actions are consistent with the principles of the Countywide 
Strategic Plan, Goal #1 “Service Excellence” - Provide the public with easy access to 
quality information and services that are both beneficial and responsive and Goal #3, 
“Organizational Effectiveness” - Ensure that service delivery systems are efficient, 
effective and goal-oriented. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There is no impact on net County cost. The $125,000 increase in the FY 2003-2004 MCA, 
from $389,418 to $514,418, is fully funded with  $75,000 of Sales Tax Realignment funds 
and $50,000 of Federal Financial Participation (FFP) Medi-Cal funds. 
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